Women & Children Living in Poverty by WNY Women\u27s Foundation
Cornell University ILR School 
DigitalCommons@ILR 
Buffalo Commons Centers, Institutes, Programs 
8-2017 
Women & Children Living in Poverty 
WNY Women's Foundation 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/buffalocommons 
Thank you for downloading an article from DigitalCommons@ILR. 
Support this valuable resource today! 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Centers, Institutes, Programs at 
DigitalCommons@ILR. It has been accepted for inclusion in Buffalo Commons by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@ILR. For more information, please contact catherwood-dig@cornell.edu. 
If you have a disability and are having trouble accessing information on this website or need materials in an 
alternate format, contact web-accessibility@cornell.edu for assistance. 
Women & Children Living in Poverty 
Abstract 
Produced by the WNY Women's Foundation in August 2017, this fact sheet details information and 
statistics about women and children experiencing poverty in WNY. 
This article is available at DigitalCommons@ILR: https://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/buffalocommons/362 
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WOMEN & CHILDREN living IN POVERTY 
Compiled August 2017 
 
 Women and girls are disproportionately affected by poverty – 56% of people living below the federal 
poverty line in Erie and Niagara counties are female compared to 44% male.i 
 
 41% of Erie County households experience financial hardship – 60% in the City of Buffalo and 42% of 
seniors.ii 
 
 Homeless families with children are most likely to be led by a young single mother aged 18-34. Across Erie, 
Niagara, Orleans, Wyoming, and Genesee Counties, 79% of homeless families were led by single mothers.iii  
 
 Social and economic deprivation during childhood and adolescence can have a lasting effect on individuals, 
making it difficult for children who grow up in low-income families to escape poverty when they become 
adults. The stress of living in poverty and struggling to meet daily needs can impair parenting. iv 
 
 Living in poverty- chronic scarcity- results in cognitive consequences that are highly deleterious when 
experienced chronically. v 
 
 There is a 30 million word gap between children growing up in low-income households, in comparison with 
their middle- and upper-class peers.vi 
 
 On average, children coming from low-income households are 12-14 months behind their middle- and upper-
class peers in developing pre-reading skills when they start school.vii 
 
 An annual income increase of $1,000 during early childhood has been associated with improved school 
performance. For families experiencing deep poverty, a salary increase of $10,000 annually over the first five 
years of a child’s life nearly triples the odds that s/he will finish high school.viii  
 
 The behaviors and decisions we may observe among people living with low incomes tell us much more about 
the condition of poverty itself than about the motives, skills, or character of the people experiencing it.ix 
 
 White and black women are almost twice as likely to be living in poverty than their male counterparts during 
retirement. Women are 80 percent more likely than men to be impoverished at age 65 and older. Women age 
75 to 79 are three times more likely.x 
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